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renounce it; the French had better ask the Madrid
Government to give up its project. On the nth the
French Ambassador renewed his demand, and next day a
telegram reached Ems announcing that the Prince had
revoked his previous consent. This appeared to end the
quarrel; but Gramont then (through the Prussian Am-
bassador in Paris, who had meanwhile returned to his post)
required that the King should write an apologetic letter to
the Emperor (Baron Werther personally recommended
compliance with this demand !) and on the i3th Benedetti
had the audacity to further exact from the King that he
should expressly approve of the Prince's renunciation and
pledge himself, moreover, never to give his consent to a
renewal of the Prince's candidature for the Spanish throne.
Throughout the whole transaction the King had done all
that was in his power to avert the horrors of war from
Germany; but he could not comply with this shameless
demand without prejudicing his own honour as well as that of
his country. He replied that he neither could nor would
undertake any such obligation. Benedetti applied for another
audience. The King answered that he could not consent to
discuss future guarantees wiih him again. On the i4th Bene-
detti saw him for the last time. He was at the railway station
a few minutes before the King left for Coblenz, and the latter
observed to him upon that occasion that " he had nothing
further to impart to him; any negotiations that might be
requisite would be conducted by his (the King's) Govern-
ment." A telegram was despatched from Berlin to the
Prussian Envoys at foreign Courts, relating all these
occurrences, which were also published in an extra sheet
of the Nord Deutsche Allgemelne Zeitung. Next day a
Ministerial Cabinet at St. Cloud decided upon war.
Gramont and Ollivier stated in the Chambers (July 16) that